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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is response to Applicants' Request for Reconsideration filed on 
06/08/2006. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants' arguments filed on 06/08/2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicants argued that, "there is no motivation or suggestion to combine 
Matsubara with Balfanz." And "... impermissible hindsight." (pages 2-4 of 
Remarks/Arguments). 

In response to applicants' argument that there is no motivation or suggestion to 
combine the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be 
established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the 
claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so 
found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one 
of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F,2d 1071, 5 USPQZd 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQZd 1941 (Fed. Ck. 1992). In this case, 
Matsubara (Pub. No.: US 2003/0225796 A1) and Balfanz et al. (hereinafter Balfanz) are 
from the same field of endeavor and both are directed to P2P sharing files or 
collaboration system oyer a securely Internet network (Balfanz's sections 0022, 0027- 
0028; Matsubara's sections 0044 and 0082 fig. 4). One having ordinary skill in the art 
would have found it motivated to combine the teachings of Matsubara and Balfanz 
because that would provide Matsubara's system the enhanced capability of file sharing 
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method by utilizing the use of a list of file sharing group having member on the sharable 
virtual directory over the network (Balfanz's sections 0024-0025), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of enabling pre-authorized devices to access and share 
those files securely (Balfanz's section 0001). Moreover, the examiner kindly submits 
that the applicants misread the applicable references used in the last office action. 
However, when read and analyzed in light the specification, the invention as claimed 
does not support applicant's assertions. Actually, applicants are interpreting the claims 
very narrow without considering the broad teaching of the references used in the 
rejections. Additionally, it is important to note that the examiner interpretation of the 
claims, wherein, the examiner explicitly stated passages in the cited references which 
were not even addressed. The aforementioned assertion wherein all the limitations are 
not taught or suggested by the prior of record, was unsupported by objective factual 
evidence and was not found to be substantial evidentiary value. The examiner has 
provided in the last office action, a convincing one of reasoning as to why the artisan 
would have found the claimed invention to have been obvious in light of the teachings of 
the cited references. Applicants are reminded that 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1(b) states, a general 
allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically printing out 
how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does 
not comply with the requirements of this section. Therefore, the applicants have failed to 
provided prima facie evidence how the language of the claims patentably distinguished 
them from the cited references. Hence, the applicants' assertions are just mere 
allegation with no supported fact. 
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In response to applicant's argument that the examiner's conclusion of 
obviousness is based upon improper hindsight reasoning, it must be recognized that 
any judgment on obviousness is in a sense necessarily a reconstruction based upon 
hindsight reasoning. But so long as it takes into account only knowledge which was 
within the level of ordinary skill at the time the claimed invention was made, and does 
not include knowledge gleaned only from the applicant's disclosure, such a 
reconstruction is proper. See In re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 170 USPQ 209 (CCPA 
1971). 

Applicants argued that, "Matsubara does not teach or suggest "verify that a file 
share exists ...can be accessed remotely and " ... to allow the shree to access the 
virtual folder item that is to be shared." (page 3). 

Matsubara teaches P2P file sharing system such as GNUtella, Napster, and 
Kazaa, enables users to share files and other digital objects from devices under their 
control, that is, a file of a user (sharer) files on the system are available to be shared 
with other users (sharee) on the system. And the file is to be checked, confirmed and 
ensured that it was registered (existing on the system) as well as its content (sections 
0008, 0037-0038 and 0039, also see abstract and fig. 3 and sections 0063-0079). 

Applicants argued that, "Matsubara does not disclose a firewall ...will allow the 
sharee to access the shared virtual folder item." (page 4). 
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Matsubara teaches P2P file sharing system is on a security Internet network 
having a software or firewall as a gateway to protect from accessing the files, from 
which the distribution files can be encrypted to provide security, thus allowing the 
sharee to access the shared virtual item or files in a security manner with a security 
protocol (sections 0037, 0040-0047) (also see Balfanz's sections 0019 and 0034). 

3. Claims 1-11, 19-40, 42-49, 51-56, 59-70 and 72-73 are pending in this 
application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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6. Claims 1-11, 19-40, 42-49, 51-56, 59-70 and 72-73, as the best of understanding 
of examiner are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pub. No.: 
US 2003/0225796 A1 of Matsubara in view of Pub. No.: US 2004/0103280 A1 of 
Balfanz et al. (hereinafter Balfanz). 

With respect to claim 1, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing a virtual folder 
item in a computer system between a sharee and a sharee (a directory contained in the 
server system can be considered to be a virtual directory or folder; a peer-to-peer file 
sharing method and system comprising a server system and a plurality of client systems 
and virtual directory is maintained in the server system to facilitate file management by 
users in the client systems; this P2P file sharing system enable their users to share files 
directly among themselves (including sharer and sharee) : abstract, sections 001 1 and 
0048); 

the sharer selecting a virtual folder item to be shared (using the browser Ul, the 
user or a sharer to choose or select to share file, item, contacts, document, email, folder 
or directory: figs. 5 & 8, sections 0062 and 0068); 

the sharer selecting at least one sharee with whom the virtual folder item is to be 
shared (in the P2P file sharing system enabling sharees to connect to the system 
remotely and the securely access the shared resources based on the ACL and access 
right, also, the user or the sharer may use cached user list and user access information 
in the user table, the user access information for a given user can be any suitable 
information that can be communicated to other users which allow such other users to 
communicate with the given user (sections 0042-0044) to search or select for a sharee, 
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who is selected by the sharer to share or view the selected item, file or directory based 
on the access right, determining who have permission access to that item, access right: 
see figs 5 & 8: sections 0062 and 0068); and 

providing to the sharee access to the virtual folder item on the sharer's computer 
(In the P2P file sharing system consisting a cached user list, which is a list of those 
users who are "on-line" and who are able to provided access to the file or item or 
directory: section 0042, also there is a user table containing user access information 
which allows the users to communicate among themselves: section 0044 and an access 
control list containing an ordered list of rules provides to limit access to a file and access 
control is based on individuals or groups of individuals: access control defining the 
individuals or groups of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing 
the file over the Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and 
access rights to the shared files: see fig. 2, system 100, sections 0043, 0062 and 0004- 
0011 and 0027). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
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shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach storing information, corresponding to the 
item to be shared and corresponding to the sharee, on the sharer's computer. 

However, Balfanz teaches a file sharing method and system for creating/storing 
a file sharing group and making it easy for users to securely share resources, files and 
communicating the share file information with each other as well the information on the 
sharee's machine: fig. 5, item 12(1) and 12(2); sections 0007, 0019, 0024-0025, and 
0030-0032). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of Balfanz. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated 
to utilize the use of a list of file sharing group having member on the sharable virtual 
directory over the network (Balfanz's sections 0024-0025), into the system of Matsubara 
for the purpose of enabling pre-authorized devices to access and share those files 
securely (Balfanz's section 0001 ). 

With respect to claim 2, Matsubara teaches wherein the sharer also designates a 
level of permission that is assigned to the sharee (see figs. 6 & 7, sections 0063-0079). 

With respect to claim 3, Matsubara teaches comprising verifying that a file share 
exists from which the virtual folder item to be shared can be accessed remotely 
(downloading the remotely file: section 0038). 

With respect to claim 4, Matsubara teaches wherein if a file share already exists, 
the permissions on the file share are set so as to allow the sharee to access the virtual 
folder item that is to be shared (sections 0063-0079). 
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With respect to claim 5, Matsubara teaches comprising verifying that any 
permissions associated with the virtual folder item that is to be shared are set so that 
the sharee can access the item (based on the cached user list and user access 
information: sections 0042-0044 & 0063-0079). 

With respect to claim 6, Matsubara teaches comprising determining whether the 
Virtual folder item is protected, and if so verifying that the item can be shared with the 
sharee, and if the item cannot be shared, providing a notification to the sharer (detecting 
a selected item based on the NRB software: sections 0062-0063 and see fig. 9, section 
0070). 

With respect to claim 7, Matsubara teaches comprising verifying that the sharer's 
firewall will allow the sharee to access the shared virtual folder item (in the P2P file 
sharing system has NBR software and cached user list and user access information in 
user table to detect or act as a firewall to allow the users of the system to have access 
the selected item: sections 0042-0044 & 0062-0063). 

With respect to claim 8, Matsubara teaches comprising recording one or more 
details of the sharing transaction, including at least one of what was shared, who it was 
shared with, or when it was shared (recording the sharing transactions over the Internet 
network with P2P file sharing system via file table, user table cached user list: see fig. 3 
and sections 0039-0044; also section 001 1). 

With respect to claim 9, Matsubara teaches comprising sending a link to the 
sharee that allows the sharee to access the shared virtual folder item directly from the 
sharer's computer (file links: figs. 1 & 6, section 0063; also section 0027). 
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With respect to claim 10, Matsubara teaches comprising allowing the sharee to 
query the sharer's computer to see what the sharer has shared out with the sharee (figs. 
5 & 8, retrieving the item's properties: sections 0062 and 0068). 

With respect to claim 11, Matsubara teaches wherein the virtual folder item is an 
individual 

item that is shared directly, independent of a share status of a folder in which the item is 
saved (figs. 3 & 4, file/directory table containing the file's/directory's properties: sections 
0038 and 0047). 

With respect to claim 19, Matsubara teaches a set of computer-usable instructions 
that cause a request to provide access to a virtual folder item that is to be shared to be 
communicated to one or more other computer-program segments capable of executing 
said request (P2P file sharing system, a software or browser is installed for performing 
searches of the file properties, such as file name, file type, file size and files can be 
downloaded directory from one computer to another computer, for selecting files: see 
fig. 1 and sections 0004-0012 and 0027; also see fig. 14, and section 0082; with access 
control list and access control to the file: section 0043 and virtual directory for file 
management by users: section 001 1 ). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
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of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach from the sharee's computer directly to 
one or more other computer segments in the sharer's computer. 

However, Balfanz teaches a file sharing method and system for creating/storing 
a file sharing group and making it easy for users to securely share resources, files and 
communicating the share file information with each other as well the information on the 
sharee's machine: fig. 5, item 12(1) and 12(2); sections 0007, 0019, 0024-0025, and 
0030-0032). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of Balfanz. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated 
to utilize the use of a list of file sharing group having member on the sharable virtual 
directory over the network (Balfanz's sections 0024-0025), into the system of Matsubara 
for the purpose of enabling pre-authorized devices to access and share those files 
securely (Balfanz's section 0001). 

With respect to claim 20, Matsubara teaches computer-usable instructions to 
verify that any permissions associated with the virtual folder item are set so that the item 
can be accessed (downloading the remotely file: section 0038). 

With respect to claim 21 , Matsubara teaches computer-usable instructions for 
determining whether the virtual folder item is protected, and if so, verifying that the item 
can be shared, and if the item cannot be shared, providing a notification (detecting a 
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selected item based on the NRB software: sections 0062-0063 and see fig. 9, section 
0070). 

With respect to claim 22, Matsubara teaches computer-usable instructions for 
recording one or more details of the sharing transaction, including at least one of what 
was shared, who it was shared with, or when it was shared (recording the sharing 
transactions over the Internet network with P2P file sharing system via file table, user 
table cached user list: see fig. 3 and sections 0039-0044; also section 001 1 ). 

With respect to claim 23, Matsubara teaches computer-usable instructions for 
sending a link that provides direct access to the virtual folder item (file links: figs. 1 & 6, 
section 0063; also section 0027). 

With respect to claim 24, Matsubara teaches receiving a call issued by the sharer 
for setting at least one permission which will allow the sharee to access the item, and in 
response to the call, the permission is set for the item (P2P file sharing system, a 
software or browser is installed for performing searches of the file properties, such as 
file name, file type, file size and files can be downloaded directory from one computer to 
another computer , for selecting files: see fig. 1 and sections 0004-0012 and 0027; also 
see fig. 14, and section 0082; with access control list and access control to the file: 
section 0043 and virtual directory for file management by users: section 001 1). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete. ..can be 
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based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach virtual folder item at the sharer's 
computer. 

However, Balfanz teaches a file sharing method and system for creating/storing 
a file sharing group and making it easy for users to securely share resources, files and 
communicating the share file information with each other as well the information on the 
sharee's machine: fig. 5, item 12(1) and 12(2); sections 0007, 0019, 0024-0025, and 
0030-0032). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 

■ 

the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of Balfanz. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated 

to utilize the use of a list of file sharing group having member on the sharable virtual 

i 

directory over the network (Balfanz's sections 0024-0025), into the system of Matsubara 
for the purpose of enabling pre-authorized devices to access and share those files 
securely (Balfanz's section 0001). 

With respect to claim 25, Matsubara teaches verifying that any permissions 
associated with the virtual folder item are set so that the sharee can access the item 
(downloading the remotely file: section 0038). 

With respect to claim 26, Matsubara teaches determining whether the 
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virtual folder item is protected, and if so, verifying that the item can be shared with the 
sharee (sections 0063-0079). 

With respect to claim 27, Matsubara teaches wherein when access may be 
unavailable to the virtual folder item, a notification is provided to the sharer (detecting a 
selected item based on the NRB software: sections 0062-0063 and see fig. 9, section 
0070). 

With respect to claim 28, Matsubara teaches wherein the sharer is able to limit the 
type of access that is provided to the virtual folder item (sections 0042-0044). 

With respect to claim 29, Matsubara teaches recording one or more details of the 
sharing transaction (recording the sharing transactions over the Internet network with 
P2P file sharing system via file table, user table cached user list: see fig. 3 and sections 
0039-0044; also section 001 1 ). 

With respect to claim 30, Matsubara teaches sending a link to the sharee that 
allows the sharee to access the virtual folder item directly from the sharer's computer 
(file links: figs. 1 & 6, section 0063; also section 0027). 

With respect to claim 31 , Matsubara teaches allowing the sharee to query the 
sharer's computer to see what the sharer has shared out with the sharee (figs. 5 & 8, 
retrieving the item's properties: sections 0062 and 0068). 

With respect to claim 32, Matsubara teaches wherein the item that is shared is 
an individual item, which is shared directly, independent of a share status of a folder in 
which the item is saved (figs. 3 & 4, file/directory table containing the file's/directory's 
properties: sections 0038 and 0047). 



Application/Control Number: 10/729,841 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2162 

With respect to claim 33, Matsubara teaches a set of computer-usable instructions 
that allow the sharee to access the virtual folder item through the sharer's computers 
independent of a share status of a physical folder (P2P file sharing system, a software 
or browser is installed for performing searches of the file properties, such as file name, 
file type, file size and files can be downloaded directory from one computer to another 
computer, for selecting files: see fig. 1 and sections 0004-0012 and 0027; also see fig. 

* 

14, and section 0082; with access control list and access control to the file: section 0043 
and virtual directory for file management by users: sections 001 1 and 0033-0037). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach the virtual folder item is stored on the 
sharer's computer. 

However, Balfanz teaches a file sharing method and system for creating/storing 
a file sharing group and making it easy for users to securely share resources, files and 
communicating the share file information with each other as well the information on the 
sharee's machine: fig. 5, item 12(1) and 12(2); sections 0007, 0019, 0024-0025, and 
0030-0032). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of Balfanz. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated 

4 

to utilize the use of a list of file sharing group having member on the sharable virtual 
directory over the network (Balfanz's sections 0024-0025), into the system of Matsubara 
for the purpose of enabling pre-authorized devices to access and share those files 
securely (Balfanz's section 0001). 

With respect to claim 34, Matsubara teaches wherein the sharer designates a level 
of permission that is assigned to the sharee, and additional sharees may receive 
different permissions (see figs. 6& 7, sections 0063-0079). 

With respect to claim 35, Matsubara teaches wherein the sharer designates a 
permission for the item, and additional items may be assigned different permissions 
(section 0038). 

With respect to claim 36, Matsubara teaches computer-usable instructions for 
determining whether the item is protected, and if so, verifying that the item can 
be shared with the sharee, and if the item cannot be shared, providing a notification to 
the sharer (detecting a selected item based on the NRB software: sections 0062-0063 
and see fig. 9, section 0070). 

With respect to claim 37, Matsubara teaches wherein when access may be 
unavailable to an item, a notification is provided to the sharer (fig. 9, section 0070). 

With respect to claim 38, Matsubara teaches computer-usable instructions for 
recording one or more details of the sharing transaction (fig. 9, section 0070). 
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With respect to claim 39, Matsubara teaches computer-usable instructions for 
sending a link to the sharee that allows the sharee to access the shared item directly 
from the sharer's computer (file links: figs. 1 & 6, sections 0063 and 0027). 

With respect to claim 40, Matsubara teaches computer-usable instructions for 
allowing the sharee to query the sharer's computer to determine what the sharer 
has shared out with the sharee (figs. 5 & 8, retrieving the item's properties; sections 
0062 and 0068). 

With respect to claim 42, Matsubara teaches designating an individual virtual 
folder on a sharer's computer to be shared independent of a share status of a folder in 
which the virtual folder item is saved, and sharing the individual item with a sharee such 
that the sharee is provided with access (figs. 3, 4, 5 & 8, sections 0038, 0047, 0062 and 
0068). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach direct access to the individual item from 
the sharer's computer. 
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However, Balfanz teaches a file sharing method and system for creating/storing 
a file sharing group and making it easy for users to securely share resources, files and 
communicating the share file information with each other as well the information on the 
sharee's machine: fig. 5, item 12(1) and 12(2); sections 0007, 0019, 0024-0025, and 
0030-0032). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of Balfanz. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated 

♦ 

to utilize the use of a list of file sharing group having member on the sharable virtual 
directory over the network (Balfanz's sections 0024-0025), into the system of Matsubara 
for the purpose of enabling pre-authorized devices to access and share those files 
securely (Balfanz's section 0001). 

With respect to claim 43, Matsubara teaches wherein the sharer designates a level 
of permission for the sharee, and additional sharees may receive different levels of 
permission (sections 0063-0079). 

With respect to claim 44, Matsubara teaches verifying that any permissions 
associated with the item are set so that the sharee can access the item (section 0038). 

With respect to claim 45, Matsubara teaches determining whether the item is 
protected, and if so, verifying that the item can be shared (section 0038). 

With respect to claim 46, Matsubara teaches wherein when access is unavailable 
to an item, a notification is provided to the sharer (fig. 9 and section 0070). 
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With respect to claim 47, Matsubara teaches recording one or more details of the 
sharing transaction (fig. 3, sections 0039-0044). 

With respect to claim 48, Matsubara teaches sending a link to the sharee that 
allows the sharee to access the item directly from the sharer's computer (sections 0027 
and 0063). 

With respect to claim 49, Matsubara teaches wherein the providing step comprises 
providing the sharee remote access to the item on the sharer's computer (fig. 1 , P2P file 
sharing system over the Internet network with a plurality of client computer). 

With respect to claim 51 , Matsubara teaches wherein the set of computer-usable 
instructions cause the request to provide remote access to the at least one item (fig. 1). 

With respect to claim 52, Matsubara teaches wherein the permission further allows 
the sharee to remotely access the item at the sharer's computer (fig. 1 ). 

With respect to claim 53, Matsubara teaches wherein the set of computer-usable 
instructions allow the sharee to remotely access the item through the sharer's computer 

(fig- 1). 

With respect to claim 54, Matsubara teaches wherein in the sharing step the 
sharee is provided with remote access to the individual item from the sharer's computer 

(fig- 1). 

With respect to claim 55, Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a file item 
(fig. 1, section 0027). 

With respect to claim 56, Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a non- 
folder non-file item (electronic message such as e-mail: section 0066). 
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With respect to claim 59, Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a file item 
(fig. 1, section 0027). 

With respect to claim 60, Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a non- 
folder non-file item (electronic message such as e-mail: section 0066). 

With respect to claim 61 , Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a file item 
(fig. 1, section 0027). 

With respect to claim 62, Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a non- 
folder non-file item (electronic message such as e-mail: section 0066). 

With respect to claim 63, Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a file item 
(fig. 1, section 0027). 

With respect to claim 64, Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a non- 
folder non-file item (electronic message such as e-mail: section 0066). 

With respect to claim 65, Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a file item 
(fig. 1, section 0027). 

With respect to claim 66, Matsubara teaches wherein the item comprises a non- 
folder non-file item (electronic message such as e-mail: section 0066). 

With respect to claim 67, Matsubara teaches a) receiving input from the sharer 
identifying a first item to be shared (figs 5 & 8; selecting one item via browser Ul, 
sections 0062 and 0068); 

b) receiving input from the sharer identifying at least one sharee with whom the 
first item is to be shared (cached user list and user access information in the user table: 
sections 0042-0044); 
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c) receiving a request from the sharee for access (retrieving the file/item's 
properties: sections 0062 and 0068); and 

e) prohibiting access by the sharee to a second item stored in a same folder on the 
sharer's computer as the shared item, based on a non-shared status of the second item 
(providing to limit access to the file or item: sections 0042-0049). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach direct access to the individual item from 
the sharer's computer. 

However, Balfanz teaches a file sharing method and system for creating/storing 
a file sharing group and making it easy for users to securely share resources, files and 
communicating the share file information with each other as well the information on the 
sharee's machine: fig. 5, item 12(1) and 12(2); sections 0007, 0019, 0024-0025, and 
0030-0032). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of Balfanz. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated 
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to utilize the use of a list of file sharing group having member on the sharable virtual 
directory over the network (Balfanz's sections 0024-0025), into the system of Matsubara 
for the purpose of enabling pre-authorized devices to access and share those files 
securely (Balfanz's section 0001 ). 

With respect to claim 68, Matsubara teaches wherein step e) comprises hiding the 
second item from the sharee (figs 5 & 8, checking the permission to access the file). 

With respect to claim 69, Matsubara teaches a first data field identifying a shared 
status of a first file item stored in a folder (the status of file to be identified based on the 
cached user list, user access information in the user table and access control list: 
sections 0042-0044); 

a second data field identifying a shared status of a second file item stored in the 
folder (sections 0042-0044); and 

wherein the first data field indicates that the first file item is shared by a sharer user 
with a sharee user, and wherein the second data field indicates that the second file item 
is not shared by the sharer user with the sharee user (sections 0042-0044). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete. ..can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
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Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach data filed on the sharer's computer. 

However, Balfanz teaches a file sharing method and system for creating/storing 
a file sharing group and making it easy for users to securely share resources, files and 
communicating the share file information with each other as well the information on the 
sharee's machine: fig. 5, item 12(1) and 12(2); sections 0007, 0019, 0024-0025, and 
0030-0032). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of Balfanz. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated 
to utilize the use of a list of file sharing group having member on the sharable virtual 
directory over the network (Balfanz's sections 0024-0025), into the system of Matsubara 

* 

for the purpose of enabling pre-authorized devices to access and share those files 
securely (Balfanz's section 0001 ). 

With respect to claim 70, Matsubara teaches determining whether the item 
is protected and, if so, verifying that the item can be shared with the sharee, and if the 

* 

item can be shared, determining whether to remove the protection from the item prior to 
sharing the item with the sharee (using de-registering process as shown in fig. 1 1, 
sections 0073-0076). 

With respect to claim 72, Matsubara teaches wherein the instructions further 
comprise determining whether the item is protected and, if so, verifying that the item can 
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be shared with the sharee, and if the item can be shared, determining whether to 
remove the protection from the item prior to sharing the item with the sharee (using de- 
registering process as shown in fig. 11, sections 0073-0076). 

With respect to claim 73, Matsubara teaches determining whether the item 
is protected and, if so, verifying that the item can be shared with the sharee, and if the 
item can be shared, determining whether to remove the protection from the item prior to 
sharing the item with the sharee (using de-registering process as shown in fig. 1 1 , 
sections 0073-0076). 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh Ly whose telephone number is (571) 272-4039 or 

via E-Mail: ANH.LY@USPTQ.GOV (Written Authorization being given by 
Applicant (MPEP 502.03 [R-2])) or fax to (571) 273^4039 (Examiner's 

personal Fax No,). The examiner can normally be reached on TUESDAY - 

THURSDAY from 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone 
are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John Breene, can be reached on (571) 
272-4107 or Primary Examiner: Jean Corrielus (571) 272-4032. 
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to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 , or faxed to: 
Central Fax Center: (571) 273-8300 
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